
Appendix C-5

scroll bar on the right to move down the output window. The distribution shows that about 76% of respondents believe 
abortion is permissible when a pregnancy is the result of rape, whereas 24% of respondents do not believe that abortion 
is permissible in this circumstance.

Descriptive Statistics

If you need to calculate the mean, median, or standard deviation of an interval or ratio level variable, you can do so 
simply with the Descriptive Statistics procedure. Click:

Analyze—Descriptive Statistics—Descriptives
and click the EDUC variable over into the Variables window before clicking OK.

Graphing

Another method of describing the distribution of a single variable is through the use of a histogram. A histogram is 
useful for graphically displaying the distribution of a given variable. Histograms are useful when the variable(s) you are 
interested in are continuous in nature (interval/ratio) and have a large number of categories. For example, if you want 
to look at the number of respondents within certain age groups, it is much simpler to visually display the data than to 
look at counts. Let’s look at how age is distributed in the GSS200mini data included with this book. Click:

Graphs—Histogram
Click on the AGE variable in the variable list and move it to the Variable box and click OK (Exhibit C.4).

Exhibit C.4 Selecting a Variable for a Histogram


